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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE by Al Munro 


I am pleased to find that my President’s Message is being read. My comment in last month’s 
column, that I had found an Alaskan wood while doing garage sales, prompted an inquiry from 
Rusty Philips wanting further details on the wood. I provided Rusty with details and I invite 
anyone who has questions concerning anything in my messages to contact me at the addresses 
shown below. I will continue to try and provide interesting tidbits in each of my future columns. 

Wooden nickels continue to be elusive to find, however, I uncovered an interesting find at the 
Edmonton Coin Show, which was the weekend of Nov. 11" and 12". I acquired several copies 
of a wooden nickel made for the Brooks, Alberta Second Annual Coin-A-Rama held in October 
1964. I also acquired two hand-made coins or medallions issued by the Three Hills Alberta K- 

0 Club and which read “Centennial Coin 1958 — 2058”. The coin is 2 % inches in diameter and 
pears to be made of a plywood-like material. Hopefully, I will be able to obtain further details 
on this wood. 

I also picked up some blank wooden flats, which may be suitable to make a wooden calling 
card. The flats are 3 2 X 2 inches and were obtained from a Lee Valley Tools woodworking 
store in Calgary. Lee Valley Tools is a chain store, which operates throughout the U.S.A. and 
Canada and therefore may have a store in your area. The flats I obtained cost $2.95 for 
approximately seventy flats. 

I have started receiving renewals for year 2007 membership and I remind everyone that it is 
time to get that membership in to me. If you have questions regarding your membership status, 
please e-mail me at woodScents@shaw.ca or phone me at 403 — 273 — 6133. You may also 
contact me by mail at Box 2643 Station ‘M’, Calgary, AB, Can. T2P 3C1. 

By the time you read this message, American Thanksgiving celebrations will be over and we 
will be getting ready for Christmas. I have ordered my Christmas flats and hopefully they will 
be completed in time to be included with this Dec. issue of ‘Timber Talk’. Regardless of 
whether they are included or not, my wife Marion and I take this opportunity to wish everyone a 
very Merry Christmas and a happy holiday season, and extend to all our best wishes for a 
prosperous New Year. 


HRISTMAS WOODS: Are you issuing a Christmas round or flat? If so, send it or a 
Photocopy of it along to me your editor. I would like to show all issues in a future newsletter. 
Please also send information on obtaining it, if appropriate. Thank you. 
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PAST PRESIDENTS: 


Garry Braunwarth — 1975-1977 


Victor Hall — 1977-1979 
Don Robb — 1979-1981 
Stan Clute — 1981-1983 
Neil Probert — 1983-1985 
Norm Belsten — 1985-1991 
Pat White — 1991-1995 
Lou Vesh — 1995-2001 
Earl Salterio — 2001-2003 


Norm Belsten — 2003-2005 
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CAWMC OFFICERS 
President: AL MUNRO 
Vice-President: ART STEPHENSON 


Secretary-Treasurer and Membership Chairman: 


AL MUNRO 


Past-President and Chairman of the Board of Governors: 
NORM BELSTEN 
Elected Members of the Board of Governors: 
BOB BROWN, RUSSELL BROWN, 


FREE WOOD OF THE MONTH: 

The ‘free wood’ for this month is a Christmas flat which is courtesy 
of your President, Al Munro and his wife Marion, as noted in Al’s 
President’s Message. This wood flat is green/red in colour both sides 
and was made by Norm Belsten. Thank you Al and Marion for this 
donation. 
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AL & MARION 
MUNRO 
CALGARY, AB 
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DAVE GILLESPIE, ED MacPHERSON, LOU VESH 


JAMES WILLISTON. 
APPOINTED OFFICERS C.A. WMC. RENE Wale 
This is a gentle reminder to send off that 
Editor: ROSS KINGDON renewal form, which was enclosed with your 
Fund Raiser: LOU VESH 


Auction Coordinator: AL MUNRO 


DUES: Membership dues in the Canadian Association of 
Wooden Money Collectors are: 


newsletter last month, to assist you with this 
yearly task. It is time to ‘get around TUIT’. Al 
Munro mentions that he has already received 
many but there are many more yet to come. 
Please send it off today. 


Canadian Residents: $10.00 Canadian Funds 


United States Residents: $10.00 U.S. Funds - 
International Members Rate (outside of Canada and STILL NEED MA TERIAL: : 

U.S.): $20.00 Canadian Funds I know I’m beginning to sound like a broken 
Youth (16 years of age and under): $5.00 record but in order for me to publish a 


Dues paid to Mr. Al Munro, Box 2643 Stn. ‘M’, Calgary, 


AB, Canada T2P 3C1 


newsletter monthly, I’m going to need more 
wood-related ‘stuff from you. Please send it 
along to me. 
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SOMETIMES YOU JUST GET LUCKY: 
by Ross Kingdon 

I’m sure every collector, at some time in their collecting life, can relate an experience when 
they acquired something for their collection unexpectedly and could consider it pure luck. Such 
was the case with myself this past spring of 2006. My wife’s brother and his wife from 
Saskatoon came east to visit their many relatives here in Southern Ontario. Even though raised 
in S. Ont., there were many places they had never before visited. On the spur of the moment, it 
was decided to explore the south-western Ontario area around Point Pelee and maybe even get 
lucky enough to see migrating birds. So, my wife, I, two sisters-in-law and two brothers-in — 
law headed southwest to spend a few days in the Leamington and Kingsville areas of Southern 
Ontario. There were few plans made ahead of time so we just took it as it came. None of us had 
been in this area before, so the road map got well used. The only thing agreed to was that we 
take quiet back roads to and from and not spend time on busy highways such as the # 401. 

This time of year, of course, is good for bird migration and once near and at Point Pelee we 
certainly found out why this part of the country caters to bird watchers. They come in droves 
from far and wide. 

Now, I have met many people in the numismatic field that one could consider obsessed 
fanatics regarding their hobby or business, but these numismatists are no more fanatic than the 
people seen there whose whole life seemed to rotate around seeing that rare, elusive bird. I was 
astounded mostly by their patience but also by their persistence and the money they spent 
(mostly on camera equipment) pursuing this hobby. I talked to one couple who had booked into 

local motel for four weeks (this was their fifth year running) so they could spend every day 

ird watching. They recorded every bird they saw. It was fun (and an education) to just stand 
aside and listen to some of the discussions some of which seemed to end up in an argument over 
some minute detail regarding a bird. 

We spent three days in and around the area. Little did I realize just how lucky I was to get as 
we headed home from Point Pelee along the north shore of Lake Erie. I was soon to see a road 
sign for a little spot called Erieau, Ontario. This name rang a bell, but I wasn’t really sure for 
what reason. [ thought I had seen this place name in our wooden nickel listing but I wasn’t sure. 
I had not brought any information, regarding wooden nickels, with me 
on the trip. So, it was now a necessity to go off the beaten track home 
and check this place out. 

Erieau is a tiny village, almost deserted, at this spring time of the year, 
but it wasn’t difficult to see how busy it would become in the warmer | 
summer with the hundreds and hundreds of cottages and miles of | fons 
beautiful, sandy beach. It must really come to life in the summer. a 

While having lunch at the small, local restaurant, I asked the waitress 
if she knew of anyone or any business around here that had issued a 
wooden nickel. Now normally when you ask such a question as this, the person would look at 
you as if you were somewhat daffy. Most people have never heard of such a thing as a wooden 
ickel. This waitress, however, thought she had and said she thought the owner of the restaurant 
Knew more. Kathy, the restaurant owner sure enough knew all about a wooden nickel and she 
even knew the man who had issued it. - continued on page 4 
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SOMETIMES YOU JUST GET LUCKY: - continued from page 3 

Having explained that [ was a collector of wooden nickels, Kathy kindly directed me to the 
home of a Mr. Vidler. Mr. Vidler had been living in his present home for less than two years. 
He had been the owner of the Erieau Packers fish plant, which has been shut down for many 
years. | met both he and his wife {I’m certainly glad that his wife was at home, as you’ll see 
later). l asked Mr. Vidler if he might have any of the wooden nickels left. He then indicated that 
he had issued, not one, but four different wooden nickels back in 1975, as an incentive for 
people to purchase from the fish plant. He remembered ordering them, at the time, from a man 
from Windsor, who would periodically come around selling promotional items for businesses. 
He couldn’t remember how many of each he had ordered. 

Mr. Vidler was sure he had none left because he thought all the extras, that he once did have, 
had been sold for 25 cents each at the garage sale, held just prior to them moving to this house. 
His wife, however, (not known to Mr. Vidler) spoke up to say that she had kept back two sets of 
the four different woods and she knew exactly where they were. She got them to show to us and 
before I knew it, he offered me one of the sets. I offered to pay him something for them but he 
would have nothing to do with that. His wife insisted on keeping the only other set and told us 
specifically what she was going to do with it. (not to be disclosed here). CSL ON 

I talked for some time with Mr. Vidler (now retired for many years) and 
he told me that he had started working at the fish plant, as a summer job, 


\ 
) 


/s NEXT 
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when he was 15 years old. At the end of that first summer, he continued to ce 
work at the plant and did not go back to school even though his mother had \ ERIEAU, ring 
pestered him to do so. He was actually with the business for the next 50 : 
years. At some time during those 50 years, he bought the business from the Common Reverse 


previous owner whose name was Goodison. Mr Vidler, many years ago, 
sold the business to a Co-op Packers out of Windsor. The old building 
(shown here) has sat empty or has been used for storage since that sale. 

I, of course, did not have any of these four woods in my collection prior 
to this and so was plenty pleased and felt just a little lucky to get them. It 
made the trip a little more special for me. [t just shows that you never know 
when or where you'll come across that next wooden nickel for your 
collection. The woods are sta here. T 
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CANADA WIDE WOODS SERIES # 23: 

This is the latest of the Canada Wide Woods ‘Subscription Series’ of woods. This set #23, has 
een out now for a few months. Of the usual 20 woods in the set, five are flats. Ten of the 
woods (all rounds) have been shown in previous issues of “Timber Talk’, so will only be listed 
here. Only the 10 woods, not before shown, are shown here. For more information on these 
woods or to subscribe to future “Series”, contact Canada Wide Woods at General Delivery, 
Gadshill, ON Can., NOK 1J0 or e-mail larryw@golden.net or cousins@wightman.ca . 


TEN Woods Previously Shown: 


1. Bill Cousins O.N.A. 2006 green/green June 2006 page 3 
2. Ken Koch O.N.A. 2006 blue/copper June 2006 page 3 
3. Larry Walker O.N.A. 2006 gold/gold June 2006 page 3 
4.Tom Rogers O.N.A. 2006 red/blue June 2006 page3 

5. Ken Koch C.N.A. 2006 red/multi Sept. 2006 page 5 
6. Bill Cousins C.N.A. 2006 copper/It. blue Sept. 2006 page 5 
7. Larry Walker C.N.A. 2006 purple/It. blue Sept. 2006 page 5 
8. Art Stephenson C.N.A. 2006 red/It. blue Sept. 2006 page 5 
9. James Williston C.N.A. 2006 silver/multi Sept. 2006 page 5 


10. Art Stephenson Christmas 2005 black,blue/green March 2006 page 4 


TEN Woods Not Shown Before: 

. Nancy & Bill Christmas 2005 Flat multi Uniface 

. Sharon & Larry Christmas 2005 Flat multi Uniface 
3. Bob & Dale Cousins Christmas 2005 Flat multi Uniface 
4. Mark Walker Christmas 2005 Flat green,red Uniface 


5. Canada Wide Woods Business Card Flat blue Uniface 
6. Ken Koch Audio Visual Chairman orange/purple 
7. Ken Koch Christmas 2006 red/green,gold 


8. Cambridge Soroptimist blue/brown 
9. Hatley 2006 4Seasons _ blue/red 
10. Canada Wide Woods Happy St. Patrick’s dark green/dark green 
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CANADA WIDE WOODS SERIES # 23: - continued from page 5 
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and warm wishes 
pov a hatig Wen Yom 

MARK WALKER 

H. VAN MOORSEL 


INSULATION 
(819)273-7248 


CANADA WIDE WOODS Anis 
Gadshill, Ont OK 110 


Coins for All Occasions 
WooderPNickels Plastic Tokens 
Wedding Keepsakes 


O.N.A. 
AUDIO VISUAL 


Bill 273-1715 | ©mail:cousins@golden.net 


Larry 271-3352 www.canadawidewoods.com CHAIRMAN 


311-310 QUEEN ST. 
KITCHENER ON. 
N2G 1K2 
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YOUR ‘FREE WOODS’ FOR THE YEAR ENCLOSED: 

Just in time for Christmas are your ‘free woods’ for those many members who request that I hold them 
back for this once-a-year mailing. You will note that they are enclosed in a more protective, cardboard 
insert, which has in the past, proven successful in getting them safely to their destination. Each year I 
am indebted to Lou Vesh who spends several days making these inserts. I don’t know what I’d do 
without him. Thank you ever so much Lou. 

You will note that there are only eight rounds enclosed as the months of Jan., Feb., Mar. and this 
month of Dec. 2006, all had flats as the ‘free wood’ and were all enclosed with the newsletters at that rg 
time. ‘Flats’ seem to travel well without much breakage. Enjoy! and if others want their woods held — 
back, just let me know. 


